
by Sheila Bowes
LITTLE CURRENT—The opera-
tor of  the cruise ship Clelia II will
be altering the ship’s planned 2010
itinerary to avoid a whopping
$11,000 fee that Canada Customs
was set to charge them had Little
Current been the port of  entry for
the ship from US waters.

The impressive boat docked in
Little Current last Tuesday with

her payload of  100 passengers, up-
bound from the Canada Soo and
then to Mackinac Island. At that
point, the prospect of  a hefty
charge—to cover the cost of  the
federal agency flying officers
from Sault Ste. Marie—still hung

heavy over the cruise operator’s
plans, and local, provincial and
federal leaders met in Little Cur-
rent to seek a way around the
extra cost.

Since then, the ship’s operators

by Jim Moodie
KAGAWONG—A Kagawong retiree
and kidney recipient is filing a
human rights complaint after being
expelled from the Slots at Sudbury
Downs for wearing a medical mask.

Gerry Mack, a former teacher
who underwent organ-transplant
surgery this spring, with his wife
being the donor, said it’s been his
habit to pop into the Chelmsford
casino during periodic trips to Sud-
bury for checkups or other busi-
ness. On this occasion, it was doc-
tor’s orders that he don a mask
while in public, as his immune sys-

tem was considered extremely low.
“It’s a temporary mask, but it’s to

protect me from getting germs,” he
explained. “I’ve worn it in restau-
rants and grocery stores, and no-
one’s ever said a word.”

Security personnel at the gaming
venue certainly had something to
say, however—namely, that Mr.
Mack wasn’t welcome to be there
unless his face was fully displayed.
“I explained to them that it was
because of  my immune system and
for my own protection, but they said
I had to leave,” he related.

Feeling it was within his rights to
remain, Mr. Mack refused to imme-

by Lindsay Kelly
M’CHIGEENG—
When Kate
Thompson pub-
lished It’s So Hard
to Love You with
her brother Bill
Klatte in 2007, she
hoped it would
find an audience
with the English-speaking popula-
tion who needed advice on dealing
with troubled people in their

by Jan McQuay
MINDEMOYA—On
Homecoming Week-
end, Mindemoya
bustled with a flurry
of  activities with the
Lions Club and the
reunion of  Mani-
toulin’s original
high schools. In
nearby M’Chigeeng
on Sunday after-
noon, at one small
gathering at the
Ojibwe Cultural
Foundation, Marion
Seabrook was quiet-
ly honoured for her
lifetime contributions.

The tribute was a complete sur-
prise for Ms. Seabrook. Lewis

Debassige of  M’Chigeeng organ-
ized the event and like the trick-
ster Nanabush, had arranged for
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Travel the road 
westerly to 
Meldrum Bay
...on pages 3A-5A

There’s a workshop for
writers in Kagawong 
this weekend 
...See page 6A

LaCloche Art Show
now in full swing
...see pages 10A-11A

Visiting Manitoulin?
Debaj theatre 
presents a pair of
trickster tales
...see page 6

Citizens concerned with
windmill project’s scope
take issue to NE council
LITTLE CURRENT—A group of
Little Current-area landowners
met on Sunday to discuss issues
regarding the proposed McLean’s
Mountain wind farm project and
will be attending a committee
meeting of  Northeast Town coun-
cil tomorrow (Thursday) to air
these concerns with municipal
representatives.

“The purpose isn’t to shut down
wind farms, but people should be
well aware of  what they’re getting
into,” said Ray Beaudry, a resi-
dent of  Morphet’s Side Road and

one of  the 15 people who gathered
over the weekend. “We should be
making informed decisions on
green energy.”

Among the group’s concerns is
the impact on the value and
usability of  land that is located
within the range of  noise created
by turbines that is considered to
be too high for human habitation.

As they write in a letter pub-
lished in this week’s paper, “Once
the wind turbines are in place and
the 40-decibel limit of  sound

OCF honours Marion Seabrook 
for her work in bridging cultures

MʼChigeeng chief Isadora Bebamash (left) and Lewis
Debassige present Marion Seabrook with a quill basket in
tribute to her many years of helping to bring Native 
studies into the educational curriculum.
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Island author
gains acclaim
internationally

Kate Thompson

The Clelia II made for an impressive addition to the town wharf as it docked in Little Current last Tuesday during its inaugural
voyage on the Great Lakes.
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Canada Customs costs scuttle
Little Current as port of entry

Medically masked gambler unwelcome at casino

Gerry Mack, in medical mask, recent-
ly underwent a kidney transplant.

Kidney recipient told to
either remove mask or leaveMushroom pickers

find human remains
in Spring Bay area
SPRING BAY—OPP are investi-
gating human remains found on
Friday, July 3, on Lot 9 Concession
12, off  Grimesthorpe Road near
Spring Bay. A couple discovered
the remains that evening while
out for a walk collecting mush-
rooms.

Although the body has not been
identified, OPP are investigating
the possibility that it could be
linked to disappearance of  Spring

SEE STORY ON PAGE 15

Cruise ships will clear customs elsewhere, then visit Wewebjiwang
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diately budge from his
chair. “I just kept playing,”
he said. “I sat there and won
50 bucks.”

Eventually three guards,
including the head of  secu-
rity, had gathered around
him, and a police officer
was additionally sum-
moned. Mr. Mack assumed
it was a member of  the Sud-
bury police, but would later
learn that it was an OPP
officer affiliated with the
casino.

Under threat of  arrest,
Mr. Mack finally relented
and, after collecting his
prize money, allowed him-
self to be escorted out of  the
building. Not that he was
happy about it.

On the way out, with
three guards shepherding
him toward the door, Mr.
Mack noticed a former stu-
dent among the group of
casino patrons who were
watching the drama unfold.
“You can imagine how
degrading this might feel,”
he said.

The incident occurred on
June 25, and Mr. Mack still
hasn’t received a satisfacto-
ry explanation for the way
he was treated, despite
requests made both in per-
son, at the time, and by let-
ter thereafter. “I asked to
see a copy of  their protocol,
but all I’ve been told is that
this was the policy,” he said. 

He’s also presently
banned from returning to
the casino, as he was issued
a document by security
staff  instructing him to
keep his distance for 14
days until a review of  the
matter is complete. 

Officials at the Chelms-
ford facility declined to
speak directly to the issue
when contacted by the
Expositor, instead referring
inquiries to the Ontario
Lottery and Gaming Corpo-
ration (OLG), the manager
of  all gambling operations
in the province.

Don Pister, a spokesman
for OLG, said the Sudbury
Downs staff  was acting ful-
ly within its mandate by
demanding that Mr. Mack

vacate the premises. “The
critical thing here is that
there are regulations for
activities on gaming floors
that are set by the Alcohol
and Gaming Commission
of  Ontario (AGCO),” he
said. “And they have a very
strict regulation that no-
one can wear any sort of
mask or otherwise obscure
their face on a gaming
floor.”

Such a policy is “neces-
sary for security reasons,”
said Mr. Pister. “It’s for the
security of  both the casi-
no’s assets and the security
of  patrons.”

Lisa Murray, a spokesper-
son for the AGCO, elaborat-
ed that the requirement “is
not unique to Ontario, but
is a standard regulation
across North America,”
and one the province adopt-
ed “before the first casino
ever opened” in the early
1990s.

The main need for the
policy is so that “if  police,
for whatever reason, need
to identify someone in the
casino, they can,” said Ms.
Murray. “If  someone decid-
ed they wanted to hold up
the casino or steal some-
one’s chips, you have to
have surveillance and be
able to see someone’s fea-
tures.”

An oxygen mask might
be tolerated, she said, since
“it’s transparent and much
smaller,” but a surgical
mask of  the type worn by
Mr. Mack “goes from the
eyes down, so there’s no
way to tell the shape of  the
face.”

The AGCO representa-
tive conceded that germ
masks are permitted on
planes and subways, but
argued the settings are sub-
stantially different. “You
can’t disappear into a
crowd when you’re on a
plane,” she pointed out.
“On a very large gaming
floor, you could steal some-
one’s purse and within sec-
onds be on the other side of
the casino.”

The notion that he might
present a threat of  any sort
strikes Mr. Mack as absurd.
“I’m five-foot-six and 62

years old,” he remarked.
He’s also recovering from
major surgery—on the day
he was ejected from the
Slots, he was still dealing
with after effects of  a reject-
ed kidney, and due for an
MRI in Sudbury—and far
from being contagious, is
vulnerable to infection
from others.

“Someone else would do
more harm to me than I
would do to them,” said Mr.
Mack.

Yet many people he’s
encountered, including the
elderly woman seated next
to him at the casino that
day, have actually expressed
appreciation for him wear-
ing a mask, as they assume
he’s sparing them germs. 

Masks have become quite
common on planes, buses,
and in various other public
settings, particularly as
panic over swine flu and
other potential pandemics
become more acute, and
most people, as a result,
have adjusted to the sight of
this precautionary facial
wear.

Mr. Mack has encoun-
tered the odd person who
has thrown a curious or
alarmed glance his way, but
these are the exception, in
his experience, and some-
times the individual eyeing
him up in that way should,
in his view, take a look in
the mirror. “The only per-
son who looked at me funny
the last time I was in Sud-
bury had pink hair and a
nose ring,” he remarked.

He believes anyone in his
position should be allowed
to don a protective mask
without being dealt with as
an outcast or potential
criminal, and is deter-
mined to seek redress for
the way he was treated at
the gaming establishment
on that very principle.

“I don’t want anyone else
to go through this,” he
said. “It’s a push for equal-
ity.”

Mr. Mack isn’t actually
wearing the mask any-
more, as his physician has
since deemed him fit
enough to go without it,
but he’s still filing a com-

plaint through the Ontario
Human Rights Tribunal in
the hope that a ruling can
be made that will recognize
the injustice he personally
experienced as well as pro-
tect others from discrimi-
nation in the future.

Based on his discussions
with representatives of  the
human rights organization,
he feels he has a strong
case. “They say you can’t
discriminate against dis-
abled people, and that
accommodation has to be
provided for people like
me,” he said.

Mr. Pister counters that
the law concerning facial
coverings in gaming facili-
ties is clear-cut, and securi-
ty staff  can’t pick and
choose in how they enforce
the regulation. “It’s a rule
set by the AGCO, the gam-
ing regulators in this
province,” he said. “We
have a regulation to follow,
and the AGCO has made it
clear that there’s no lee-
way.”

Mr. Mack maintains that
some allowance must be
made for people like him-
self, in the same way that
wheelchair users or others
with health challenges are
provided with access and
acceptance, and is deter-
mined to seek redress and
clarification on this point
through a human rights
appeal. 

This process involves a
four-month wait, he said,
after which a mediation
session would occur
between himself  and the
OLG. “If  both parties come
to terms, then it’s settled,”
he said. If  mediation fails,

however, then it would go to
a tribunal hearing, and pos-
sibly on to provincial or
even the supreme court.

Mr. Mack is prepared to
fight this policy for as long
as—and to whatever level—
it takes in order to achieve
the vindication he feels is
due. “I’m not the kind to sit
back,” he said. “When I
take something on, I want
to see it through.”

An apology would be a
start, but not enough, he
indicated. “I want the rules
to change,” he said. “And if
there’s any compensation, I
want it to go to the Kidney
Foundation.”

encroaches on neighbour-
ing property, this will hin-
der the adjacent landown-
ers’ ability to secure
building permits if  their
proposed dwelling proj-
ects fall within that limit.”
It might also allow specu-
lators to purchase the land
for additional turbines at
less than current market
prices, they add.

As well, the group is
worried about the size of
the project, which “has
grown from a few turbines
to 43,” and will necessitate
the construction of  a 115-
kilovolt line. This high-
tension line and the right
of  way it will require,
along with the towers
themselves, “will have a
much larger impact on
local residents and the
environment than was ini-
tially thought,” the wind

critics write.
The landowners joined

forces following a public
meeting held in late June

by Northland Power, which
is in the process of  finaliz-
ing its plans for the 43-tur-
bine project. 
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READY-MIX CONCRETE DIVISION
CANADA INC.

Precast products include:
•septic tanks  •well ti les 

•pipe & fitting  •free estimates
Quality ready-mix concrete DELIVERED TO YOUR BUILDING SITE!

Open 
Five Days
A Week

Saturday by

appointment only

phone 377-4963 • fax 377-4220

CANADA INC.

7:00 am 
*11:20 am
*3:40 pm 
8:00 pm

8:45 am
1:05 pm
5:25 pm
9:45 pm

9:10 am 
*1:30 pm
*5:50 pm

10:00 pm

10:55 am
3:15 pm
7:35 pm

11:45 pm

MS Chi-Cheemaun

Ferry Sailing
Schedule

Summer Service
JUNE 26 - SEPT 7

DEPART 
Tobermory

ARRIVE 
South Baymouth

DEPART 
South Baymouth

ARRIVE 
Tobermory

20092009

RESERVATIONS Online: www.ontarioferries.com 
info@ontarioferries.com • 1-800-265-3163 • Fax 519-371-2354 

*Priority Passage - Limited Reservations accepted

Strawberries
are ready!

You pick or orders
filled. No chemicals

or sprays used. 
Open daily - 

weather permitting. 

Bob and Joan Beard
39 Townline Rd. East,

Tehkummah
859-2604

Photos submitted for consideration must:
• Be clear and of newspaper reproduction quality
• Show a date and time the photo was taken (either on the

photo itself or on the cameraʼs digital file)
• Be able to be authenticated by a cougar/puma expert
• Show sufficient background detail that a subsequent visit to

the site would confirm where the photo was taken
• Be taken on Manitoulin Island or as far north as Willisville
• Be of the four-legged cougar class

The Expositor will have exclusive right of reproduction 
of the winning photograph. Only one photo will be chosen 

for the $500 payment.

To submit a photo or for more information contact the 
Expositor editor Jim Moodie at 

editor@manitoulin.ca or call 368-2744 ext. 224

We’re shooting for a
Picture-Perfect 

Cougar
The Expositor office

is offering 
to purchase an 
original  photo

(taken locally)  of
the elusive Cougar

for

So please carry your camera when you are out for a walk or drive!

$500...cont. from page 1

...Citizens concerned with windmill project

...Medically masked gambler unwelcome at Sudbury Downs casino

GORE BAY—The Gore Bay Summer The-
atre (GBST) production of  Half  Life has
been cancelled; however, the remainder of
the schedule will go on as planned.

The illness of  a cast member has forced
the cancellation of  the Quonta award-win-
ning drama, but the theatre will continue
with its productions of  the funny and mov-

ing A Bench in the Sun and the children’s
show Stuart Little.

Additional showings of  A Bench in the
Sun will fill the slots left vacant by Half
Life. The production will run July 9-11, 16-
18, 22-25, and 29-31. Tickets are $16 and
show time is 7:30 pm.

...cont.’d from page 1

Gore Bay theatre tweaks performance schedule




